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Staff Report and Recommendations for HIS TREE 2022-01 1 

Owner / Applicant Information (as provided in the application): 2 

(Copies of the submitted application are available at the Clay County Administration Office, 3rd 3 
floor, located at 477 Houston Street Green Cove Springs, FL 32043) 4 

Owner: Gina Gill, Trustee for Suzanne Tomlinson Address: 9 Old Farm Road 
Phone: (508) 982-5482 Wayland, MA 01778-3117 
Email:  greco852@comcast.net  

 5 
Property Information 6 

Parcel ID: 28-05-26-014323-000-00 Address: 2975 Rosecrans Lane 
Current Land Use: Rural Fringe  Current Zoning: RA 
Commission District: 5 Planning District: Penney Farms/Asbury 

 7 

Introduction: 8 

This is an application by Gina Gill to designate an 83” Live Oak as a Specimen Tree.  9 

Description: 10 

The applicant is requesting that an 83” Quercus virginiana (Live Oak), as described in the accompanying 11 
Arborist’s report, and shown on the attached Survey (measuring as 75”) be designated as a Specimen Tree 12 
and afforded the protection as described in the Tree Protection and Landscaping Standards of Article VI 13 
in the Land Development Code.  14 

Sec. 6-2 (4)(b) states as follows: 15 

(b) Specimen or Historic Trees – The Board shall be authorized to designate certain 16 
existing and/or retained trees as specimen or historic trees, based on their size, age, 17 
historic association, species or unique characteristics. Trees so designated shall be 18 
protected without regard to their location, within the jurisdiction of the county.  19 
 20 
Specimen trees are trees that have been identified by a certified arborist or an urban 21 
forester as being of outstanding mature size, excellent form, and healthy examples of 22 
the species. Specimen trees shall include champion trees identified by the Florida 23 
Division of Forestry. 24 
 25 
Historic trees are trees that have been associated with a notable local or regional 26 
historical event, person, structure or landscape. 27 
 28 
Designation of a specimen or historic tree may occur in any one of the following ways:  29 
1. An applicant may request such designation during the development review 30 

process. To do so, the applicant shall submit an evaluation by a certified 31 
arborist or an urban forester as part of the application.  The zoning director 32 
shall present the request to the Board. 33 
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2. A property owner may request such designation at any time. To do so, the 34 
property owner shall submit an expert evaluation by a certified arborist or an 35 
urban forester.  The zoning director shall present the request to the Board. 36 

3. The Board may make such designation as part of an overall tree protection-37 
planning program for the county or portion thereof. 38 
 39 

Removal of any designated historic or specimen tree is prohibited unless by permission 40 
of the Board.  Requests to remove a historic or specimen tree shall explain in detail 41 
why the tree is a hazard or how it is not economically feasible to develop the parcel 42 
without removing the tree. 43 

 44 

Summary and Recommendation 45 

Based on analysis provided by the Certified Arborist, the subject Live Oak would be an excellent candidate 46 
for designation as a Specimen Tree and thereby protected from removal under the standards of Sec. 6-47 
2(4)(b).  Staff recommends approval of the designation.    48 



GINA S. GILL

9 Old Farm Road
Wayland MA 01778

Tel.: (508) 397-9373
ereco852@comcast.net

November 18, 2022

To: Clay County Planning Commission
477 Houston Street
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043

Re: 2975 Rosecrans Lane, Green Cove Springs
Parcel ID 28-05-26-014323-000-00

To the Planning Commission:

I wish to apply for protected status for one live oak tree on our residential property at 2975
Rosecrans Lane. This application is made pursuant to Clay County Land Development Code, Sec.
6-2  (4)@).

Enclosed is an evaluation that supports its candidacy as a Specimen Tree. It may also qualify as an
Historic Tree, given that its  150-200-year age establishes its existence during the 1850-1870s era
when Green Cove Springs was first establishing itself as a community.

My family has lived in North Florida since the 1800s and my grandparents bought 2975 Rosecrans
right after World War 11 as a place to fish (up Black Creek) on the weekends. They bought
"Crosswinds" for the river view and also for this particular live oak, which stood out in beauty and

size 70 years ago. My grandparents and their descendants have also loved Green Cove Springs as a
community, with good neighbors who taught each other hands-on projects, from property repairs to
best ways to prepare smoked mullet.

We have done our best to responsibly care for this live oak over seven decades, including branch
removal in 1964, after Hurricane Dora, and most recently (2022) retaining a certified arborist to trim
for insurance comphance, each activity with an eye to assuring its overall health. It is a family
member.  Of growing concern is that, should Crosswinds pass out of our family, the tree may

•qu

not have a future advocate. Not only does it represent the grandeur of hve oaks,
it also represents the best of "old" Green Cove in its most wooded, peaceful, and rustic days.

Thank you for considering this request. Kindly let me know if you need further information.

Sincerely,

.st..i---ct-I-

Gina S. Gill, Co-trustee
DPA for co-trustee Suzanne Tomlinson
Encs. Arborist evaluation, aerial view, photo



Early Piety
CERT|riELroDAF3BOFtlsT

November 15, 2022

ARBORIST REPORT

Gina Gill
9 Old Farm Road
Wayland, Mass 01778-3117

Phone: (508) 397-9373
Email: eco852 comcast.net

±:
INTEPINATIONAL SOCI EIY

OFAPIB0FllcuLTUPIE

Job Location: 2975 Rosecrans Lane, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Ms. Gill,

At your request, I have performed a Level 2 ANSI A300 Basic Level

Assessment, on the 83" DBH Live Oak ,in the side yard at 2975 Rosecrans

Lane, Green Cove Springs, FL.  A Level 2 Basic Assessment is a detailed

visual inspection of a tree and its surrounding site. The Level 2 Assessment

includes a 360-degree visual inspection from ground level on the tree and

sound testing of the lower tnmk and root flares with a rubber mallet to listen

for tonal variations that may indicate internal hollows or decay.

My inspection revealed a normal healthy Live Oak about 150-200 years

old. There are no obvious defects in the stem of the tree or the crown. In my

"Specializing  ln^ Diagnosing Tlree Disease"

5960 Phiiip§ Highway  .  Jaeksonvi!ie, Florida 32216  .  (904) 733-4455
Email: tr8esrus@att.net  .  www.specialtytree.info



opinion, this is an excellent specimen of a mature Live Oak 4gz6ercz4s

vz.rgz.7?I.cz;7crJ and should thrive for many years to come. This tree would

certainly be a candidate for special designation.

Should you have any furfuer questions please call.

Early Piety, President
ISA Certified Arborist #SO-05 84A
Specialty Tree Surgeons, Inc.
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Should assistance be needed in viewing 
this document please contact 
Public Records at PublicRecords@claycountygov.com
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